Summer Institute Lesson Plan Template
Subject(s): __Peace Studies______
Grade: __11-12____
Teacher(s): __Lauren Bixby___________

Lesson Elements
1. Common Core Learning Standard(s) Addressed:
 RH.11-12.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting
insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
 RH.11-12.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or
terms over the course of a text.
 RH.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media in
order to address a question of solve a problem.
2. Learning Targets: (What will students know and be able to do as a result of this lesson?)
How can protest music play a role in social change? How did protest music support the movement against the war in
Vietnam? How does protest music influence the youth of today?

3. Relevance/Rationale: (Why are the outcomes of this lesson important in the real world? Why are these outcomes
essential for future learning?)
Students will be able to analyze current music for its meaning and influence. This activity will help students learn how
to analyze a source for bias, understand the characteristics of the interactions among culture, social systems and
institutions as well as access and gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources including
electronic media.
4. Formative Assessment Criteria for Success: (How will you and your students know if they have successfully met
the outcomes? What specific criteria will be met in a successful product/process?)
1. Students will complete a reflective worksheet attempting to determine the who, what, where, when why of
photographs depicting protests of the Vietnam era in a gallery walk
2. Students will analyze songs from the Vietnam era. See attached worksheet. Students must successfully
analyze these songs in order to move on to the final project.

5. Activities/Tasks: (What learning experiences will students engage in? How will you use these learning experiences
or student products as formative assessment?)
 A gallery walk of images of protesting during the Vietnam War
 A teacher-directed lesson on the history of the war
 A multimedia inquiry to analyze songs of the Vietnam War era
 Application of knowledge to analyze a contemporary song

6. Resources/Materials: (What texts, digital resources, and materials will be used during this lesson?)
 Freedom Beat Recordings (from Daryn Cambridge presentation)
 Images for Vietnam gallery walk
 History of Vietnam Presentation
 Vietnam Protest Songs PowerPoint with lyrics and internet links
 Final project assignment guide/rubric

7. Access for All: (How will you ensure that all students have access to and are able to engage appropriately in this
lesson? Consider all aspects of student diversity.)
 Students will be able to choose their own song to analyze for the final project. They may pick a song from their
culture, in their language, and/or about an issue they care about.
 Having all materials digitally will allow students to access the materials from home if needed, and with
translations devices if needed

8. Modifications/Accommodations: (What curriculum modifications and/or classroom accommodations will you make
for students with disabilities in your class?)
 All students will be able to access the songs through multimedia presentation (watch video, listen to lyrics, read
lyrics)
 Students will have access to technology to assist in researching any words/terms they do not know
 Students will have the opportunity to work with peers on formative assignments
 Multiple checks for understanding

Lesson Reflection
 What useful tools/speakers/presentations from the Summer Institute helped drive this
lesson plan?
Daryn Cambridge’s presentation about nonviolent protest inspired this lesson. His
learning activities to teach about the Vietnam War through photographs and songs are
adapted for this lesson.

 How did this lesson support 21st Century Skills?
It requires students to think critically and analyze media. It teaches digital literacy and
presentation skills.
 How did this lesson reflect academic rigor?
Students are asked to apply historical knowledge to provide context for popular media. It
requires them to analyze primary sources.

 How did this lesson cognitively engage students?
Students are able to engage in entertaining media and then go into in-depth inquiry about
it.

 How did this lesson engage students in collaborative learning and enhance their
collaborative learning skills?
Students may work together on the formative assignments. Before turning in their final
projects, students will be asked to be critical friends and critique each other’s presentations.

Analyzing Popular Media
Examining a Modern Song, Movie, or Documentary for Its Message and Bias

Background: In the past units you have learned about the history of Vietnam War as well as the
Arab Spring, and their portrayals in songs, movies, and documentaries. In this project you will
apply the concept analyzing media to a contemporary song, movie or documentary.

Project: THIS IS AN INDIVIDUAL PROJECT! Choose ONE song OR movie OR
documentary about a current social justice or political issue. Then analyze the selected media
following the same steps in class. Create a flipchart or PowerPoint to present your analysis.

Sample Outline for Flipchart


Slide 1: Title Slide
o



Slide 2: Historical Context
o



What message is your media trying to send? How does the message relate to the images?
How does that message tie into the historical context in Slide 2?

Slide 5: Bias
o



What lyrics/images were used in the song/movie? Use specific examples

Slide 4: Message
o



What was going on in the world when your media was released? How is your media
related to those events?

Slide 3: Images
o



Include name of song/movie, singer/director, year released, image of cover

Does the singer/director have a personal connection to the historical context that would
affect his/her point of view? Are different perspectives honored in the media?

Slide 6: Conclusion
o

Make a collage of images related to your media, along with the message

